
Montana Transportation Commission  

March 1, 2006 meeting ~ 8:30 am 

Commission Room 

Montana Department of Transportation Headquarters Building 

2701 Prospect Avenue~ Helena, Montana 

 

SUMMARY MINUTES  
Please note:  agenda items are listed in the order in which they were discussed.  Items that did not require 

commission action are not listed. 
 

 

Please note:  the complete recorded minutes (audio files) are available for review on the 
commission’s website at http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/trans_comm/meetings.shtml. 
You may request a compact disc (containing the audio files, agenda, and minutes) from the 
transportation secretary at (406) 444-7200 or ldemont@mt.gov.  Alternative accessible 
formats of this document will be provided upon request.  For additional information, please 
call (406) 444-7200.  For the hearing impaired, the TTY number is (406) 444-7696 or 1-800-
335-7592, or call Montana Relay at 711.   

 
 

The following is an unofficial summary of commission action;  the formal minutes of this 
meeting will be reviewed and approved at the next commission meeting. 

 

Agenda item 1:  Approve minutes from past meetings 

November 1, 2005 – regular meeting 
November 14, 2005 – telephone meeting 
November 18, 2005 – TCP approval 
December 7, 2005 – regular meeting 
December 12, 2005 – telephone meeting 
January 25, 2006 – regular meeting 
February 6, 2006 – telephone meeting 

 

Commissioner Griffith moved to accept staff recommendations to approve the minutes for 
November 1, November 14, November 18, December 7 and December 12, 2005, the 
corrected minutes for January 25, and the minutes for February 6, 2006;  Commissioner 
Espy seconded the motion.  All five commissioners voted aye. 
 

Agenda item 2:  Speed limit studies 

South Montana Street (U 1805) – Butte-Silver Bow 

MT 40 and US 2 – Whitefish to Columbia Falls (Flathead County) 
US 87 – Lewistown East (Fergus County) 
MT 16 – Savage (Richland County) 
Secondary 222 and X-01312 – Dillon (Beaverhead County) 

Commissioner Espy moved to accept staff recommendations to approve the speed zones as 
presented (see below);  Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion.  All five commissioners 
voted aye. 
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South Montana Street (U 1805) – Butte-Silver Bow 

• A 35 mph interim speed limit beginning at the intersection with Rowe Road and 
continuing south to the intersection with Hansen Road, an approximate distance of 3,000 
feet.   This will be in place until the study results are complete and additional information 
is brought to the commission for final action. 

 

Griffith said this seems reasonable, however, we usually have something from the local 
government.  In the future, he’d like to see a letter indicating the chief executive officer has 
been involved in the decision.  Frazier said we usually do, but in this case, what we have is 
this e-mail.  Bear in mind this is an interim speed limit. 
 

MT 40 and US 2 – Whitefish to Columbia Falls (Flathead County) 
A 60 mph speed limit recommendation was presented to Flathead County officials for review 
and comment.  The commissioners concurred with the proposed 60 mph speed limit.  As 
part of their comments, county officials also requested a 60 mph speed limit on the east end 
of Columbia Falls to the intersection with Secondary 206.  => We will study this area, gather 
comments and report our findings this spring.  

 

MT 40 
• A 60 mph speed limit station 0+00, project F 100(11) (intersection with US 93) and 

continuing east to station 231+00 (intersection with US 2), an approximate distance of 
4.5 miles.   

 

The above recommendation encompasses the MT 40 portion of the study area, a portion of 
which already has an approved speed limit of 60 mph.               

 

US 2  
• A 60 mph speed limit beginning at station 231+00, project F 38-1(5) (intersection with 

MT 40) and continuing to station 279+00, an approximate distance of 4,800 feet. 
 

This recommendation for US 2 also encompasses a segment that already has a 60 mph speed 
limit in place.    

 
 

US 87 – Lewistown East (Fergus County) 
• A 55 mph speed limit beginning at station 31+00, project FAP 229-D (1,700 feet east of 

the intersection with Marcella Avenue and continuing east to station 44+00, an 
approximate distance of 1,300 feet. 

 
 

MT 16 – Savage (Richland County) 
There was a great variety of speeds in the study data.  Because the community is primarily 
orientated along one side of the roadway and the available sight distance for trucks accessing 
MT 16 from county road #107, we recommend reinstating a 55 mph speed limit that was 
originally in effect when the two-way-left-turn lane was put into operation with the intent of 
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promoting additional uniformity in the travel speeds and motorist recognition of the 
community.   

 

• A 55 mph speed limit beginning at station 145+00, project EHS-F-RF 245(26) and 
continuing north to station 182+00, an approximate distance of 3,700 feet.  

   

• As part of the speed limit recommendation we also recommend that the sign panel size 
be increased to 36” x 48”. 

 

Secondary 222 and X-01312 – Dillon (Beaverhead County) 
Secondary 222 
• A 35 mph speed limit beginning 500 feet south of the intersection with Atlantic Street (as 

currently posted) and continue south to station 14+50, project FAP 255(A) (the south 
side of the intersection with Blacktail Road), an approximate distance of 1,250 feet. 

 

• A 45 mph speed limit beginning at station 14+50, project FAP 255(A) and continuing 
south to station 24+00, an approximate distance of 950 feet. 

 

• A 60 mph speed limit beginning at station 24+00, project FAP 255 (A) and continuing 
south to 103+00 (at the intersection with the Interstate 15 Jackson Interchange), an 
approximate distance of 3.1 miles. 

 

X-Route –01312 
• A 60 mph speed limit beginning at station 103+00, project I 15-1(27), and continuing 

south to the end of the frontage road, an approximate distance of 5.4 miles.    

 

Commissioner Howlett asked if, on these requests for extension of speed limit study area, we 
should consider a reduced interim speed limit while we are waiting for the results of the 
study.  Lynch said I think that is what we are doing, e.g. the speed limit we looked at earlier 
in Butte.  Our traffic staff does a good job. 
 

Reardon pointed to the effort made by the traffic staff in the Savage study.  There was a lot 
of analytical thought beyond the pure numbers that went into the recommendation.  The law 
reads that the commission must base their decision on the studies, but are not required to 
follow it to the letter.  Loran’s staff did a really nice job of writing this up. 
 

Agenda item 3:  Nine seal-and-cover/crack-seal projects in Great Falls 

Commissioner Kottel moved to accept staff recommendations to approve programming the 
nine seal-and-cover/crack-seal projects in Great Falls on their urban system;  Commissioner 
Griffith seconded the motion.  All five commissioners voted aye. 
 

Agenda item 4:  PE for culvert replacement project in District 4 

Commissioner Espy moved to accept staff recommendations to approve the programming 
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of $250,000 for preliminary engineering to identify failing culverts in the Glendive district;  
Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion.  All five commissioners voted aye. 
 

Agenda item 5:  CTEP project on King Avenue in Billings 

Bannister Drain Trail 
Commissioner Griffith moved to accept staff recommendations to approve the addition of 
this CTEP project – Bannister Drain Trail in Billings – into the program;  Commissioner 
Kottel seconded the motion.  All five commissioners voted aye. 

 

Agenda item 6:  Circuitry upgrade at two railroad crossings 

Secondary 518 – East Helena 
Greenough Drive – Missoula 

Commissioner Howlett moved to accept staff recommendations to approve the addition of 
these two railroad crossing circuitry upgrade projects into the program;  Commissioner 
Griffith seconded the motion.  All five commissioners voted aye. 
 

Agenda item 8:  Scour repair to three Gallatin River bridges east of 

Manhattan 

Interstate 90 – east and westbound at reference post 292.425 
Secondary S205 at reference post 14.518 

Commissioner Griffith moved to accept staff recommendations to approve the accelerated 
schedule for advertising, letting and repair of the three bridges over the Gallatin River east of 
Manhattan;  Commissioner Espy seconded the motion.  All five commissioners voted aye. 
 
 

Agenda item 9:  Letting lists 

Commissioner Espy moved to accept staff recommendations to approve the letting lists for 
February through September 2006 as presented;  Commissioner Howlett seconded the 
motion.  All four commissioners voted aye. (Griffith absent.) 

 

Agenda item 10:  Certificates of completion  
December 2005 and January 2006 

Commissioner Espy moved to accept staff recommendations to approve the certificates of 
completion as presented;  Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion.  All five 
commissioners voted aye. 
 

Agenda item 11:  Project change orders 

Commissioner Howlett moved to accept staff recommendations to approve the project 
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changes orders in the amount of $1,400,913.91;  Commissioner Espy seconded the motion.  
All five commissioners voted aye. 
 

Agenda item 12:  Liquidated damages 

The commission took no action therefore the liquidated damages stand as assessed per the 
contract. 
 

1. $2,624 assessed on project STPP 51-3(3)60 Sidney-West (Wickens Construction Inc. of 
Lewistown) 

2. $1,192 assessed on project STPHS-BR 5809(4) N Montana Ave – Turn Lane (Helena 
Sand & Gravel Inc. of Helena) 

3. $12,467 assessed on project MT 323-1(22)60 Alzada-North-Phase II (Prince Inc. of 
Forsyth) 

4. $8,344 assessed on project NH-CM 60-2(62)91 10th Ave S – 26th to 38th – Great Falls 
(United Materials of Great Falls) 

5. $5,960 assessed on project CM 5215(1)13th St S – 10th to 21st St – Great Falls (United 
Materials of Great Falls) 

6. $4,515 assessed on project STPS 219-1(2)0 Pendroy – E& W (Schellinger Construction 
Co. Inc. of Columbia Falls) 

7. $3,365 assessed on project CM 6714(5) Center St – Kaliespell and CM 6715(2) 2nd – 
Meridian to 3rd Ave E – Kalispell (Schellinger Construction Co. Inc. of Columbia Falls) 

8. $2,342 assessed on project SFCS 352-1(6)0 Dayton – Lake Mary Ronan (Schellinger 
Construction Co. Inc. of Columbia Falls) 

9. $22,648 assessed on project NH 22-3(8)81 Culbertson – North &  NH 22-3(9)88 Culvert 
– N of Culbertson (Riverside Contracting Inc. of Missoula) 

 

Agenda item 7:  Request to name new bridge in Hamilton 

Commissioner Howlett said it is my privilege and honor to introduce a motion to name the 
new bridge on US 93 in Hamilton “The Veterans Bridge”;  Commissioner Griffith seconded 
the motion.  All five commissioners voted aye. 
 

The veterans groups present were asked to work with MDT to ensure their sign meets our 
standards.  They will fund the design and production of the sign.  We will install and 
maintain it. 

 

Representative Lake will work with Director Lynch on setting up a dedication ceremony and 
celebration. 
 


